
W h a t ’ s 
Y o u r 

C a l l i n g ?

Everyone has a calling
Find yours



I s  G o d  C a l l I n G  y o u ?

T h e  g o o d  n e w s  i s ,  “ Ye s ” .  G o d 
c a l l s  e a c h  o n e  o f  u s  a n d  h a s 
g i v e n  u s  g i f t s  a n d  s k i l l s  t o 
s e r v e  G o d  a n d  o u r  n e i g h b o u r . 

T h e  w o r d s  J e s u s  s p o k e  t o 
t h e  f i s h e r m e n  b y  t h e  S e a  o f 
G a l i l e e ,  “ Fo l l o w  m e ” ,  a r e  s t i l l 
b e i n g  s p o k e n  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t s 
o f  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o 
h e a r .

Y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  a  b u r n i n g  i n n e r 
c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  G o d  h a s  a  p l a n 
f o r  y o u ,  o r  a  n a g g i n g  f e e l i n g 
t h a t  j u s t  w o n ’ t  g o  a w a y . 

O f t e n  t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r 
e x p l o r i n g  a  C h r i s t i a n  m i n i s t r y 
i s  s i m p l y  t o  s a y  t o  G o d ,  l i k e 
t h e  b o y  S a m u e l ,  “ H e r e  I  a m ” 
( 1  S a m u e l  3 . 2 )

G o d ’ s  c a l l i n g  i n v o l v e s 
r e c o g n i s i n g  y o u r  G o d 
g i v e n  g i f t s  a n d  l o o k i n g  f o r 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  u s e  t h e m . 

T h r o u g h  G o d ’ s  g r a c e ,  y o u 
m i g h t  d i s c o v e r  w h a t  y o u  a r e 
b e i n g  c a l l e d  i n t o .

C o u l d  I t  b e  m e ?

G o d  c a l l s  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  o f 
a l l  a g e s ,  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  a n d 
e t h n i c  g r o u p s ,  e a c h  t o  p l a y 
t h e i r  p a r t  i n  b u i l d i n g  H i s 
k i n g d o m . 

S o m e  C h r i s t i a n s  w i l l  b e  c a l l e d 
t o  o r d a i n e d  m i n i s t r i e s ,  f o r 
e x a m p l e  a  v i c a r  r u n n i n g  a 
p a r i s h .

S o m e  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  L i c e n s e d 
L a y  M i n i s t e r s .

A n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s 
a r e  c a l l e d  t o  b e  w i t n e s s e s  a n d 
d i s c i p l e s  i n  t h e i r  h o m e ,  s c h o o l , 
w o r k p l a c e  a n d  l o c a l  c h u r c h .

T h i s  i s  a n  e x c i t i n g  t i m e  t o  b e 
p a r t  o f  a  g r o w i n g  C h u r c h , 
a s  w e  i n  R o c h e s t e r  D i o c e s e , 
r e - i m a g i n e  w h a t  t e a m s  a n d 
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  m i n i s t r y  m i g h t 
l o o k  l i k e  i n  t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y . 

The body of Christ is made up of many 
parts and every church needs a rich 

diversity of gifts and callings to serve 
God faithfully within its community.

The Rev Canon Pamela Ive 
Diocesan Director of Ordinands and 

Vocations

“
”

t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p o s s I b I l I t I e s :

ORDINATION

lICensed lay mInIstry
Pastoral Care

Prayer ministry

EvangElism

Hospital cHaplaincy

YOUTH WORK

Music ministry

Healing ministry

BErEavEmEnt carE anna ChaplaInCy (dementIa Care)

pastoral Care

School’s work

New monastic communities
FrEsH ExprEssions oF cHurcH

Messy church

Spiritual accompaniment

Prison ministry

rEligious communitiEs



Through my work I want to 
show that just because you 
have a disability, that does 
not mean you do not have 

the right to a proper voice in 
society. I believe this is my 

calling. My church family and 
community groups have really 

supported me in this. 

Joseph Wastell,  
Founder, Disability Medway Network

“

”
W h a t  c a n  I  d o  n e x t ?
P  r  a  y . . . 
W i t h  a n  o p e n  m i n d  a n d  a n  o p e n  h e a r t ,  a s k  G o d  h o w  y o u  m i g h t 
b e c o m e  a l l  t h a t  H e  i n t e n d s  y o u  t o  b e  a n d  h o w  b e s t  y o u  c a n 
s e r v e  H i m .

R e f l e c t  o n  y o u r  u n i q u e  g i f t s . . . 
W h a t  m a k e s  y o u  s p e c i a l ?  W h a t  g i f t s  h a s  G o d  g i v e n  y o u  f o r 
g r o w i n g  H i s  k i n g d o m ?  A r e  y o u  a  g o o d  l i s t e n e r ,  s o m e o n e  w i t h 
c a r i n g  s k i l l s ,  k e e n  t o  s h a r e  y o u r  f a i t h ,  c r e a t i v e ,  a  n a t u r a l 
l e a d e r ? 

T a l k  t o  y o u r  v i c a r ,  y o u r  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s . . . 
T h o s e  w h o  k n o w  y o u  w e l l  m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  s e e  h o w  G o d  m i g h t 
b e  c a l l i n g  y o u .  T h e y  m i g h t  h a v e  s p o t t e d  i t  a  l o n g  t i m e  a g o  a n d 
h a v e  b e e n  w a i t i n g  f o r  y o u  t o  r e c o g n i s e  i t  y o u r s e l f .

C o m e  t o  a n  I t ’ s  Y o u r  C a l l i n g  d a y … 
T h e s e  a r e  r u n  b y  o u r  t e a m  o f  V o c a t i o n s  A d v i s e r s  i n  d i f f e r e n t 
v e n u e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .  Y o u ’ l l  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  m e e t 
p e o p l e  o n  a  s i m i l a r  q u e s t  a n d  h a v e  t i m e  a n d  s p a c e  t o  r e f l e c t 
o n  w h a t  e x c i t i n g  p l a n s  G o d  h a s  i n  s t o r e  f o r  y o u .

”



In baptism, all Christians are called 
to be witnesses to the transforming 

love of God.

The Rt Rev James Langstaff,  
Bishop of Rochester

“

”

But I might need some training

Well of course you will! Gifts and talents need developing so, when you are 
clear what your future calling or ministry might be, we’ll be delighted to help 
you find the appropriate training.

Who can I contact?

If you would like to discuss this further, speak to a member of the Vocations 
team at an It’s Your Calling day or contact: 

Email   vocations@rochester.anglican.org 

Phone   01634 560000

Web   www.rochester.anglican.org/ministry/vocations


