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W h at  i s  O r d a i n e d 
M i n i s t r y ?
A s  C h r i s t i a n s  w e  a r e  a l l  c a l l e d 
t h r o u g h  o u r  b a p t i s m  t o  b e 
w i t n e s s e s  t o  C h r i s t ,  b u t  s o m e 
a r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  c a l l e d  t h r o u g h 
o r d i n a t i o n  t o  s e r v e  i n  t h e 
t h r e e f o l d  o r d e r  o f  b i s h o p s , 
p r i e s t s  a n d  d e a c o n s .

W h e n  s o m e o n e  i s  f i r s t  o r d a i n e d 
t h e y  w i l l  b e  a  d e a c o n ,  n o r m a l l y 
f o r  a  y e a r ,  b e f o r e  b e i n g 
o r d a i n e d  p r i e s t .  S o m e  a r e 
c a l l e d  t o  r e m a i n  a s  d i s t i n c t i v e 
d e a c o n s ;  t h e  d i a c o n a t e  i s  a 
g o - b e t w e e n  m i n i s t r y ,  w o r k i n g 
w i t h i n  t h e  c h u r c h  b u t  a l s o 
r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  w h o l e 
c o m m u n i t y 

A  p r i e s t ’ s  w o r k  i s  t o  b u i l d  u p 
t h e  B o d y  o f  C h r i s t  t h r o u g h :

•  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e    
  s a c r a m e n t s , 

•  t e a c h i n g ,

•  p r e a c h i n g ,  a n d 

•  p a s t o r a l  c a r e .

M a n y  w i l l  w o r k  i n  a  p a r i s h , 
b u t  o t h e r s  w i l l  b e  c h a p l a i n s  i n 
s c h o o l s  o r  h o s p i t a l s ,  p r i s o n s  o r 

C O u l d  G O d  b e  C a l l i n G 
M e  t O  b e  O r d a i n e d ?

T h e  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y 
n e e d s  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  m i n i s t e r s 
t o  s e r v e  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  G o d . 

T h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y ,  G o d  h a s 
c a l l e d  p e o p l e  o f  a l l  a g e s , 
e t h n i c  g r o u p s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l 
b a c k g r o u n d s ,  t o  p l a y  t h e i r  p a r t 
i n  b u i l d i n g  H i s  k i n g d o m .  W e 
a r e  a l l  g i v e n  u n i q u e l y  p r e c i o u s 
g i f t s .

T h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  i s  k e e n 
t o  e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e  f r o m 
a l l  b a c k g r o u n d s  t o  e x p l o r e 
t h e i r  c a l l  t o  o r d i n a t i o n .
T h i s  w e b s i t e  m a y  b e  h e l p f u l : 
w w w . c h u r c h o f e n g l a n d . o r g /
l i f e - e v e n t s / v o c a t i o n s

t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s ,  o r  p i o n e e r 
m i n i s t e r s  w o r k i n g  i n  F r e s h 
E x p r e s s i o n s  o f  c h u r c h . 

B e i n g  o b e d i e n t  t o  G o d ’ s  c a l l  o n 
t h e i r  l i f e  t o  o r d a i n e d  m i n i s t r y 
s o m e  d e a c o n s  a n d  p r i e s t s 
m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  w i t h o u t 
r e m u n e r a t i o n  a n d  a r e  c a l l e d 
S e l f - S u p p o r t i n g  M i n i s t e r s .

Resisting God’s will is futile. Stop 
laughing about the idea of YOU 
being a priest and embrace his call 
on your life! Pursue it with all your 
heart, mind, soul and strength until 
God apprehends you. After all, 
he’s brought you this far already 
and he won’t leave you now.

Caz Mills, Ordinand

“

”



d i s C e r n M e n t  a n d  t r a i n i n G

I n  t h e  R o c h e s t e r  D i o c e s e ,  i f 
y o u  f e e l  c a l l e d  t o  o r d a i n e d 
m i n i s t r y  y o u  m u s t  f i r s t  a t t e n d  a n 
‘ I t ’ s  Y o u r  C a l l i n g ’  d a y  a n d  t h e n 
m e e t  w i t h  o n e  o f  o u r  D i o c e s a n 
V o c a t i o n s  A d v i s e r s 

I f  i t  i s  a g r e e d  t h a t  o r d i n a t i o n 
m a y  b e  t h e  r i g h t  m i n i s t r y  f o r 
y o u ,  t h e n  y o u  w i l l  m e e t  w i t h  t h e 
D i o c e s a n  D i r e c t o r  o f  O r d i n a n d s 
( D D O )  o r  o n e  o f  t h e  A s s i s t a n t 
D D O s . 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  a  r e f e r e n c e  w i l l  b e 
r e q u i r e d  f r o m  y o u r  p a r i s h  p r i e s t . 
Y o u  m i g h t  b e  a s k e d  t o  d o  s o m e 
w r i t t e n  w o r k ,  f u r t h e r  r e a d i n g  o r 
v i s i t  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s . 

T h i s  t i m e  o f  d i s c e r n m e n t  i s  u s e d 
t o  e x p l o r e  w h e t h e r  y o u  h a v e  t h e 

n e c e s s a r y  g i f t s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l 
t o  f u l f i l  a n  o r d a i n e d  m i n i s t r y ;  i t 
c o u l d  t a k e  a t  l e a s t  1 5  m o n t h s . 
I f  y o u  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  a 
B i s h o p s ’  A d v i s o r y  P a n e l  ( B A P )
y o u  m a y  t h e n  b e  r e c o m m e n d e d 
f o r  t r a i n i n g .

I wish to bring 
the hope and 
encouragement 
I received from 
God through this 
passage to my 
parish community.

Folake Makanjuola,  
Priest

“

”

“You Cannot bear the 
Weight of this Calling in 

Your oWn strength, but 
onlY bY the graCe and 

poWer of god.” 

(ordination serviCe)



Who can I contact?

If you would like to discuss this further, speak to a member of the Vocations 
team at an It’s Your Calling day or contact: 

Email   vocations@rochester.anglican.org 

Phone   01634 560000

Web   www.rochester.anglican.org/ministry/ordained-ministry

W h a t  c a n  I  d o  n e x t ?

P  r  a  y . . . 
W i t h  a n  o p e n  m i n d  a n d  a n  o p e n  h e a r t ,  a s k  G o d  h o w  y o u  m i g h t 
b e c o m e  a l l  t h a t  H e  i n t e n d s  y o u  t o  b e  a n d  h o w  b e s t  y o u  c a n  s e r v e 
H i m .

G e t  s o m e  a d v i c e . . . 
T a l k  a b o u t  y o u r  s e n s e  o f  c a l l i n g  t o  y o u r  p a r i s h  c l e r g y  a n d  t o 
p e o p l e  w h o s e  o p i n i o n s  y o u  t r u s t .  F i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t  o r d i n a t i o n 
a n d  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  r o l e s  i n  w h i c h  y o u  m i g h t  s e r v e .  

I t ’ s  Y o u r  C a l l i n g . . . 
C o m e  t o  a n  ‘ I t ’ s  Y o u r  C a l l i n g ’  d a y .  T h e s e  a r e  r u n  b y  o u r  t e a m  o f 
v o c a t i o n s  a d v i s e r s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  v e n u e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .  Y o u ’ l l 
h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  m e e t  p e o p l e  o n   a  s i m i l a r  q u e s t  a n d  h a v e  t i m e 
a n d  s p a c e  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  w h a t  e x c i t i n g  p l a n s  G o d  m i g h t  h a v e   i n 
s t o r e  f o r  y o u .


